(SJIF) Impact Factor-7.675 ISSN-2278-9308

B..dadhar

Peer-Reviewed Indexed

Multidisciplinary International Research Journal

Junce -2020
ISSUE No-CCXXXV(235)

[Antlienpaology

{ !N“hnﬁmm ' 2 ] xiv'i:'bxans‘tilaugg‘ 1

{ Commerce ok lm;ﬁnislu&si

L Stience o Geography |

e —————————-—— 4 T
| Econamics | { Political science |

Prof. Virag.S.Gawande Dr. R.S.Satbhai
Chief Editor : Executive Editor
Director Local Secretary
Aadhar Social Research &, Adv.B.D.Hambarde Mahavidyalava
Development Training Institute, Ashti

Amravati.
. Guest Editor.

Pr. S.R.Nimbore Dr. Satish Kadam Dr. Shivraj Bokade
Principal President, AMIP& Secretary AMIP&

Adv.B.D.Hambarde Head,Dept of History “L‘ﬂd.D‘cpl of History

Mahavidyalaya Ashti YCOM, Tuljapur YC.Nanded

"The Journal is indexed in:
Scientific Journal Impact Factor (SJIF)

_International Impact Factor Services (IIFS)

\

i&t&s\w#

|




B.Aadhar’ International Peer-Reviewed Indexed Research Journal IZS;'I;JB:-9308
g STip June
“fﬁumﬁ Impact Factor - ( (SJIF) -Z.675, ;02 0
T 9,
el Issue No,235
40 Deterioration of Manuscripts and their Preservation through Indigenous 186
Methods Ravindra Goswami /Seema Bhadauria
41 Parent-child Relationship in The Pakistani Bride (Zaitun) 192
Rizwan Ahmad Khan
42 Hydrothermal synthesis of Nickel ferrite and its characterization 196
Santosh M. Arade
43 Nutrition Dr Sangeeta Vasantrao Ghuikhedkar 200
44 Development of Educational Module on Iodine and Its Effects on 204
Knowledge Level of College Going Girls Dr. Sharmila Kubde
g g
45 British Rule And Indian Press Dr. Raghunath d. Shelake 209
46 Review Paper on Cloud Computing Service Level Agreement 215
Shikha Singh/Dr. Ajay Bharti
47 Impact of Politics on Higher Education In India Shobha S. Kanni 220
48 Social Responsibility in Covid19 Crisis : A Gandhian Perspective. 225
Shri Pramod V Watkar
Role Of Healthy Diet For Youth livemint.com
49 First Bite by Bee WilsonCalories and Corsets: A History of Dieting 229
Over 2000 Years by Louise Foxcroft Dietland by Sarai Walker
Shubhangi Dhage
50 Fathers in Martin’s A Song of Ice and Fire Smita Dhantal 232
51 A Review Of The All India Women’s Conference’s Role In Legislative,
Social And Educational Reforms From 1927 - 1947 Sudeshna Mitra | 235
52 Drug Resistance in Bacteria Suman Lokhande 239
Financial inclusions through self help group
53 A study on kmf nandini shgs for women in Bangalore Rural District 241
Thanuja V /Prithvi Hegade M P
54 The Triskelion Symbol: A Study Dr.Manjiri Bhalerao. 251
55 Impact Of Covid 19 On Educ.tion In India . 255
Varma priya parashramji/Dr. Sambhaji S. Jadhav.
56 Architectural urbanization of khadki town under malik ambar 1610-1626 259
A.D. Yasser Kaleem Ahmad Siddiqui / Z.A.Pathan
57 Covid-19 and its impact on Library Services Mukhedkar M. V 265
58 Global Peace and Buddhism Dr.Shahajahan Shaikh 267
59 Agriculture Sector in Indian Economy Dr. Suhas Ganpat Gopane 270
7| iEnvitonmental Protection Tn/Ancient India 215 DA
61 Role Of Ai And Data Science To Understand And Tackle Covid19 277
Somyadeep Shrivastava
Website — www.aadharsocial.com Email - aadharsocial @ gmail.com.
\Y

0 W e

P ———



J WJ

B.Aadhar’ International Peer-Reviewed Indexed Research Journal ISSN':

2278-9308
b AT Bifieba June
By Impact Factor - ( (SJIF) -7.675, 5090

o Issue No,235
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INTRODUCTION

The relationship between culture and ecology was the integral part of ancient Indian
societies. Interactions with diverse biological entities and concern for their conservation
remained important components in the structure of ancient civilizations of India .During the
course of evolution of the human civilization has transformed the environment in countless
ways and on an unprecedented scale. Use of fire, domestication of animals and early
agricultural practices are the major steps to modify the already existing conditions. In the
early periods of human history, environment strongly determined the lives and activities of
the people. They were very much close to nature and natural resources as we find in historical
documents. The ancient people developed many effective measures to safeguard our
ecosystems and environment which reflect sustainable development in true sense. In this
paper, I try to highlight some texts and archaeological evidences of ancient India which can
eminently reflect the perspectives of environment, forest and biodiversity conservation of
ancient Indians.

ANCIENT LITERATURE ON ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION

The efforts for environmental protection in Indian history can be traced from its
early periods. In early days, many religious and customary norms governed environmental
conservation. The people gave utmost importance to every aspect of nature. The Indian
traditions teach us that all forms of life - plants, animals and human beings are closely
interlinked and interdependent and that disturbances in any one of them would jeopardize the
entire ecological balance of the universe. It was the dharma of each individual in the society
to protect nature. The five important elements of nature called the Panchabhutas( earth, water,
fire, air and space), were divine incarnations to them. According to Indian philosophical
thought, “These Five Mahabhutas are cosmic elements which create, nurture and sustain all
forms of life, and after death or decay they absorb what was created earlier; thus they play an
important role in preserving and sustaining the environment”.

The ancient Indian treatises known as Vedas and Upanishads (2500 - 1500 BC) are the
main sources for the ancient past of India.The Vedic literature such the Vedas, Brahmanas,
Aranyakas (forest books), Upanishads, Samhitas, Upuvcdz‘ls, as not on?y the re‘:ligiou‘s text of
India but as a literature that talks about soci.etul religious practices ex!sled) in those
periods.Some other ancient Indian . {ex(s like /\rrlm.mstra,A/.l(uu.:snu:n. I‘\am(fyana.
Mahabharata, reflected the concepts of forest ccologylzu-\d cc?nselv‘utmn in a sustumnt?le
manner. In the Indus valley civilization, several characteristics of the city planning z.md s:ocnal

howed environmental awareness. The presence of leaves, wild animals like tigers,
e bulls in the seals and the earthen pots can indicate the pattern of biodiversity in
fl]lz:aanrfz;s. R(;duction of forests in that area was due to use of huge amount of timber-wood
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for burning Lricks. So rainfall reduced and soil erosion caused deposition of silt in the Indus
River which had choked off Mohenjodarofrom the sca, causing a risc in the water table that
must have been a prime factor in the destruction of Mohenjodaro.

1tis well known that the Vedas deal with the concept of Nature and Life, contained

several references on environment conservation, ecological balance and weather cycle. This
indicates the high level of awareness among the people at that time. In the Vedic text, we can
find evidence of natural worship where superhuman deitics sometimes with animal qualities
are in control of the great natural forces and the fiery wild animals. Indra, the master of rain
and lightning, Varuna(with water), Agni (with fire), Pusan(with cattle) are some such deities.
The idea of worshipping nature does not limit with the reverence to the deities, but they gave
due importance and took care of the environment as the nature was important to fulfil their
requirements. For example, rain, rivers etc. were very useful for the agriculture and fire
helped in the clearance of forests as well as for the domestic purposes.

Upanishads, otherwise known as 'Vedanta', clearly define undeniable role of earth and

water in environment and human life. Chandogyopanishad says:  The earth is the essence of
all beings. Water is the essence of the earth. Herbs are the essence of the water and man is the
essence of the herbs.' So, it becomes evident that there is a constant relation between the
macro-cosmic and micro-cosmic world. This is known as Loka-Purusha-Saamyain
Ayurveda. The body, soul and the mind are like a tripod that sustains all life forms. Humans
are the part and parcel of the complex universe and as both of them considered to be made up
of the gross elements. Their constant relation with each other maintains a homeostasis in the
cosmic region. In other words, it is a natural process for the man to lawfully consume the
natural resources such as water, food, breathing fresh air and so on and so forth.
The Vedic seers had a good knowledge of various herbs. In The Atharvaveda we can see the
significance and usage of different herbs. Ayurveda which is a part of The Atharvaveda is all
about the medicinal properties of various herbs and the cure of different illness by using those
herbs. Throughout this important part of Vedic literature, the herbs are explained as protector
of human body and soul.

The Puranashad also great concern for environment, flora and fauna. They
conceptualized the trees to feel happiness and sorrow and attributed auspiciousness to
plantation of trees . In the Padma Purana, it is mentioned that trees like, pipal, bel, ber, neem,
etc., are the abode of god and are not to be cut which indicate that trees were sanctified by the
people who through religion tried to conserve vegetation and forest. The Agni Puranaeven
prescribed death penalty for pollution of ponds . As all the rites, rituals and traditions are
made by human beings and the epics, Puranas, Dharmasutras, Dharmashastrasetc., are
composed by them, it indicate that the ancient Indians had a great concern for the
preservation and conservation of nature and the natural world.

The principles of Jainism and Buddhism propagated by their respective founders i.e.
VardhamanaMahaviraand Gautama Buddha during the 6 thcentury BCE are closely related to
environmental issues. Both Jainism and Buddhism advocated a gentle and non-aggressive
attitude towards nature and prudent u.s:c of resources. The pr'in‘ciple of ahinm:haof .!zlillisn? was
practiced not only towards human bclln;.;,s, but lowurds?' all living crcutl.u'cs including animals
and plants. In other words, by not killing or destroying plants or animals one can help to
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maintain the ecological balance. VardhamanaMahavira said: “There is nothing so small and
subtle as the atom, or any clement as vast as space. Similarly, there is no quality of soul more
subtle than non-violence and no virtue of spirit greater than reverence for life.” Further, he
proclaimed: “One who neglects or disregards the existence of earth, air, fire, water and
vegetation disregards his own existence which is entwined with them.”

Arthasastrademonstrates Kautilya'sperception and concern about the living creatures
-domestic and wild animals, plants and vegetation. Penalties and punishments were specified
for injuring living creatures. Special positions were occupied by directors of forests,
supervisor of animal slaughter, superintendents of cattle, horses, elephants, and pastures.
These officials used to protect wildlife, ensured proper rations for pet animals, regulated
grazing, prevented poaching of wild animals, ensured proper care of domestic animals etc.
Individuals were supposed to follow norms about their dealing with the domestic animals.
Non-agricultural lands were sometimes used for animal parks where animals were given full
protection. In these sanctuaries, capture or killing of animals were prohibited. List of
protected animals, fish, birds were found which executes the scientific knowledge of
biodiversity. Village head-man was made responsible for preventing cruelty to animals in
village communities. Details of care, training, and treatment of horses, elephants and cows
had been indicated. The environmental issues described in Arthasastraare very much relevant
in modern society.

The Arthashastraalso refers to the distribution and measurement of water for
irrigation. According to the Girnar Rock Inscription, Pushyagupta one of the governors of
Chandragupta Maurya built a dam across a river near Girnar in Saurashtra. Ashoka, the great
Maurya who became a righteous and non-violent human being after the devastating Kalinga
war of 261 BCE through his edicts prohibits animal slaughter and, thus, encouraged the
growth of animal world. His stress upon the plantation of tree at various parts of his empire
not confine to beautification alone but goes much beyond.

The Gupta period which is considered the golden age of the ancient Indian history
marked significant developments in the arena of environment. It was an age of prosperity and
is known as the classical age in the Indian history. Fa-Hien, the Chinese Buddhist pilgrim
who visited India during the reign of Chandragupta II (¢. 375 CE to 415 CE) made references
to natural and ecological aspects of the Gupta period. The Allahabad Pillar Inscription
mentions that Samudragupta, the mighty Gupta ruler conquered the forest states of central
India (atavirajyas) which indicate that central India was filled with dense forests and
mountains. Agriculture tremendously flourished during this period and stress was given on
the importance of agriculture

The Chola kingdom in the south, ruling from Tanjore, their capital became a great
maritime power because of its location on the extensive sea coast, Similarly, throughout the
Indian history environment has got its due weight. Almost all the kings, in spite of their
variation in personal aptitude take concrete steps for the management of water and forest;
undertake irrigational activities, constructed canals and bridges and planted trees for the
benefit and welfare of the public.

From the foregoing analysis it is evident that the early Indian attitude towards
nature was a conglomeration of spiritual and philosophical thinking as well as social
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awareness and environmental ethics. The carly Indians realizing the contribution and value of
nature gave it prime importance and devised the ways that how nature could be protected
from destruction and environment be made free of pollution. While framing other norms of
life they tried to formulate some principles to make the society conscious about the adverse
eftects of pollution and thereby not to disturb eco-balance.
CONCLUSION

Environment awareness is not a recent phenomenon.The ancient Indians had a great
respect for environment and worshipped different objects/ manifestations of nature with
utmost devotion and sincerity. They comprehend the fact that the eco-balance enhances the
quality of life. They had great respect towards environment. To avert pollution that invites
multiple problems, they had not only developed a high tradition of eco-friendliness but also a
strong sense of hygiene.

Environment now is facing a number of crises. All the natural resources available
on the earth have their limits, over exploitation of which leads to environmental crisis in
some form or other. Environment, in fact, is at a very dangerous stage and polluted owing to
different causes mainly of manmade. The most pertinent need of the hour is its protection,
conservation and proper use otherwise the living world will be endangered into inevitable
dangers. The Indian Government through constitution and by the implications of law, passing
a number of acts tried to protect the environment. Nowit’s high time that we should review

the past history and be alert and conscious to extend our best efforts for its protection and
preservation.
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